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INTERNATIONAL PRELIM INARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

I. Basis of the report 

I I. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
^ the international application as originally filed 

□ 

the description: 

""^^ . 1-10.12-17 

pages 

pages 



rntemationai application No. 

PCT/FR2003/001834 




. as originally filed 
. filed with the demand 
30 June 2005 (30.06.2005) 



the drawings: 
pages 
pages 



as originally filed 

as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

• filed with the demand 
. filed with the letter of 30 June 2005 (30.06.2005) 



as originally filed 




filed with the demand 



□ 

me sequence listing part of the description 
pages 
pages 
pages 



filed with die letter of 



. as originally filed 

.. filed with the demand 



U the language ol a translation r.n,ished For the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1, b„ " 

LJ the language ol publication oFthe international application (under Rule 48 3(b)) 

U dje^language of the translation ft.n,ished fcr the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

P Sin^lxliZor:S'S^erut^^^^^^ *e international application, the international 

U contained in the international application in written form. 

U filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

LJ Rimished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

U ftimished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

^ — TaXtiJn^st^^^^^^^^^ not go beyond the disclosure in the 

^ b'^nS.*'' '"^ "^"''^ ^'^^^ 's identical to the written sequence listing has 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
I — I the description, pages 

□ the claims. Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/fig 
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L Basis of the report 



1. This rqwrt has been dravm on the basis of (Replacement simets whfrJiZnlfll^ • , ^ l ' * 

1. The expression "of the type" has been added to 
independent claim 1 (cf . line 11) . This term 
identifies the feature that follows it 



particularly the "electrical 



optional. However, nowhere does the 
application mention that 



resistance", as being 



original 
such a feature can hi 



res. In fact, 
operation of the 



excised or replaced by other featu 
this feature is essential for the 
method claimed. Consequently, inserting the 
expression "of the type" into claim 1 extends the 
subject matter of the application beyond the 
content of the application as filed (PCT Article 
34(2) (b)) . 



AS a result, the present report has been drawn up 
as if said amendment had not been made (PCT Rule 
70.2(c)) . 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35f21 with reaarH f« i*, i 

I citations and ^ISationssuppoAteg^^^^^^ industrial appIlcabllHy; 



1 1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 
2. Citations and explanations 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



4/ 11, 16, 17 



1-3, 5-10, 12-1 5 

4, 16 

1-3, 5-15, 17 



1-17 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



1. Reference is made to the following documents and, 

unless otherwise specified, to the passages cited in 
the search report: 

Dl: WO-A-94/02207 cited in the application 
D2: WO-A-99/18396 cited in the application 

1.1 The present application fails to comply with the 

requirements of the PCT since the subject matter of 
independent claims 1 and 6 does not meet the 
requirement of novelty defined in PCT Article 33(2) 
Document Dl describes an apparatus and a method for' 
purifying ambient air flowing through indoor spaces. 
The air is first filtered by means of a filter (2) 
to remove dust and suspended particles, whereafter a 
fan (1) and solenoid valves (3) cause the air to 
flow through a chamber containing an electrical 
resistor (9) placed between two stacks of metal 
grilles (7, 8) . A cyclic programmer (11) is provided 
for controlling said solenoid valves in such a way 
that the air flow is alternately directed towards 
opposite sides of said chamber and flows in a 
direction perpendicular to said stacks of grilles. 

. The air treated in the apparatus as per Dl is heated 

rormPCT/tPEAAWP (BoxV) (Januaiy 1994) 
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1.2 



by the resistor to a temperature of around 220 "C as 
It passes through the metal grilles. 
Although the aim of the method of Dl is to purify 
air catalytically, it would be clear to a person 
skilled in the art that a temperature of 220 °C also 
sterilises the treated air. Therefore, there is no 
difference between the subject matter of claims 1 
and 6 and the method and apparatus known from Dl. 

Dependent claims 2, 3, 5, 7 to 15 and 17 do not 
contain any additional features which, when combined 
wxth the subject matter of any one of the claims on 
which they are dependent, might comply with the 
requirements of novelty and inventive step of the 
PCT (PCT Article 33(2) and (3)). xndeed, all of the 
above-mentioned features are either disclosed in Dl 
or considered to be routine measures for a person 
skilled in the art to take, in the light of the 
additional disclosures of D2 and particularly the 
other documents cited in the search report. 

It is clear from the description that the apparatus 
described in the present application differs from 
the device disclosed in document Dl by virtue of the 
presence of solenoid discharge valves that enable 
the untreated air in the distribution chamber and 
the stack Of grilles to be recirculated at the end 
of each half-cycle. This enables an enhanced 
sterilisation efficiency to be achieved (see page 4, 
line 32 to page 5, line 3, page 11, lines 3-24 and' 
example 3) . Said solenoid discharge valves are'not 
present in the device as per Dl and the available 
prior art does not suggest adding them to the device 
according to Dl. It follows that claims 4 and 16 
^hi^h contain thes e features, comply with the 

FormPCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 
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requirements of PCT Article 33(2) and (3). 

The subject matter of all of the claims is 
considered to be industrially applicable (PCT 
Article 33 (4) ) . 



The expression "for example" used in claims 1 and 6 
identifies the features that follow it, particularly 
the fan and the solenoid distribution valves, as 
being optional. However, these features are 
essential for a clear and accurate definition of the 
subject matter of these claims. In fact, no other 
means for generating an air flow are disclosed in 
the application. Furthermore, multiple dependent 
claims refer to these features. Therefore, the 
expression -for example" should have been excised 
(PCT Article 6; see also the PCT Guidelines, WIPQ, 
Ch. 5, 5.40). 



FonnPCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 



